
 

  

  
  
  ICE MERCHANTS

 

Portugal, France, United Kingdom, 2022, ANI, DCP, HD, Colour, 14'

Dolby SR, Flat

Director:  João Gonzalez

Producer:  Bruno Caetano, COLA Animation

Producer:  Michaël Proença, Wildstream

Producer:  João Gonzalez, Royal College of Art

Editing:  João Gonzalez

Music:  João Gonzalez

Animation:  João Gonzalez, Ala Nunu

Art Direction:  João Gonzalez

Orchestrator:  Nuno Lobo

Sound Design:  Ed Trousseau

Sound Recording:  Ricardo Real, Joana Rodrigues

Animation

Technique:

  Animation 2D

Original Language:  No dialogue

Subtitles:  No dialogue

Synopsis:  Every day, a father and his son jump with a parachute from their vertiginous cold

house, attached to a cliff, to go to the village on the ground, far away where they sell

the ice they produce daily. 

| film data |
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https://colaanimation.com/
https://wildstream.fr/en/
https://www.rca.ac.uk/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-rx2UQJcHnE0T6aKy_gYmy5CB3ON9def?usp=sharing
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around the world.

João has a great interest in combining his musical background with his artistic

practice in animated cinema, always playing the role of composer and occasional

instrumentalist in all

the films he makes.

João Gonzalez (Porto, 1996) is a Portuguese director, animator, illustrator and

musician with classical training in piano. He took a degree in Multimedia at ESMAD

in Porto, where he graduated in 2017, specialising in the field of Animation and

continuing to study piano

independently. It was there that, as his final project, he made his first short film, "The

Voyager", which features a live piano performance whenever possible, at the same

time as the screening of the film, by the director/ composer himself. With a

scholarship from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, in 2018 he entered the Masters

in Animation at the Royal College of Art in London, where he made "Nestor" as his

first year film, and “Ice Merchants” as his graduation film, that he completed

afterwards with funding from ICA (Portuguese Cinema Institute). In 2022 he

premiered his first funded film “Ice Merchants” in Cannes Film Festival, winning

Best Short Film in Competition from the Semaine de La Critique Jury, which would

later become the first Portuguese film to be nominated for an

Oscar®, and the second to win the Annie Award. "Ice Merchants" is currently the

most awarded Portuguese film in history, with more than 130 international awards (10

of which were Oscar Qualifying), and more than 350 official selections at festivals

 

Filmography:

2022  ICE MERCHANTS

  Portugal, France, United Kingdom, 2022, ANI, DCP, HD, Colour, 14'

2019  NESTOR

  Portugal, United Kingdom, 2019, ANI, DCP, HD, Colour, 6'

2017  THE VOYAGER
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2023  Acid'Animefest , France

2023  CinemAmbiente - Environmental Film Festival, Italy

2023  Framed Animation Festival, Netherlands

2023  Psarokokalo - Athens International Short Film Festival, Greece

2023  Friss Hús Budapest International Short Film Festival, Hungary

2023  Mendocino Film Festival, USA

2023  Kyoto International Children's Film Festival, Japan

2023  Ka? International Short Film Festival, Turkey

2023  EFA - Krakow FF, Poland

2023  Fastnet Film Festival, Ireland

2023  Glasgow Short Film Festival, United Kingdom

2023  Bucharest Short Film Festival, Romania
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2023  Animatricks International Animation Festival , Finland
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2023  Young Film Fest, Czech Republic

2023  Buenos Aires Festival Internacional de Cine Independiente, Argentina

2023  Filmfest Dresden - International Short Film Festival, Germany
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2023  RiverRun International Film Festival, USA
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2023  Il Varco Film Festival, Italy

2023  Athens International Film and Video Festival, USA

2023  Psaroloco International Children's & Young People’s Film Festivals, Greece

2023  Exibição Comercial - Casa do Cinema de Coimbra, Portugal

2023  Go Short International Short Film Festival Nijmegen, Netherlands

2023  Festival national du film d'animation de Rennes Métropole, France

2023  Festival "Faîtes des courts", France

2023  In The Palace International Short Film Festival, Bulgaria

2023  Dakota Film Festival, USA

2023  Festival Courts de Loire, France

2023  ShortCutz Ovar - sessão #70, Portugal

2023  OJOLOCO - Latinoamerican Film Festival in Grenoble, France

2023  Festival international Music & Cinema Marseille, France

2023  Movies that Matter, Netherlands

2023  Animation Dingle, Ireland

2023  Festival Tout Court ! de Gisors, France

2023  EFA - Cork International Film Festival, Ireland

2023  REGARD - Saguenay International short film festival, Canada

2023  La Boite Carrée, France

2023  International Animation Short Film Festival of Roanne, France

2023  Akbank Short Film Festival, Turkey

2023  Festival Ciné-Jeune de l'Aisne, France

2023  Vilnius Film Festival, Lithuania

2023  Les Regards de l'ICART, France

2023  Festival Européen du Court Métrage de Bordeaux, France

2023  Monstra Lisboa Animated Film Festival, Portugal

2023  SACO - Semana del Audiovisual Contemporáneo de Oviedo, Spain

2023  Festival du Film Environnemental , France

2023  Oscars - Annual Academy Awards, USA

2023  Bergamo Film Meeting, Italy

2023  SXSW: South By Southwest Film Festival, USA

2023  Mostra Ampla, Portugal

2023  Reencontres du Cinema Européen à Vannes, France

2023  FEINAKI Beijing animation week, China

2023  Medina del Campo Film Festival, Spain

2023  Carrousel international du film de Rimouski - Satalite Screening - Quebec Winter

Games , Canada

2023  Carrousel international du film de Rimouski, Canada

2023  Festival du Film Court d'Angoulême, France

2023  KLIKxHAFF (Kaboom Animation Festival), Netherlands

2023  Academia Portuguesa de Cinema - Gala de Prémios Sophia, Portugal

2023  Play - Lisbon's International Kids Film Festival, Portugal

2023  The Annie Awards, USA

2023  Ler Cinema - Paredes de Coura, Portugal

2023  ANIMA, Brussels Internacional Animation Film Festival, Belgium

2023  Commercial Screenings - Cinemundo, Portugal

2023  JEF festival, Belgium

2023  Travelling - Rennes Film Festival, France
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2023  Ciné Junior - International Children and Teenagers Film Festival, France

2023  Short Film Conference, France

2023  IndieJúnior Allianz Porto, Portugal

2023  Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival, France

2023  Premiers Plans, Festival d'Angers, France

2023  PIAFF, Paris International Animation Film Festival, France

2023  Minimalen Short Film Festival, Norway

2023  MUSOCeduca, Spain

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Casa do Cinema de Coimbra, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Planetário do Porto, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Cinema Fernando Lopes, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - ESMAD, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Escola Superior de Teatro e Cinema, Portugal

2022  University of Glasgow screening, United Kingdom

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Cineclube de Amarante, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Cineclube de Faro, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - ISMAI, Portugal

2022  Winter Apricot Prilep International Film Festival, Republic of Macedonia

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Cinemalua, Portugal

2022  Portuguese Short Films on CORTO DORICO - Amnesty International Award -

“Short on Rights”, Italy

2022  Passaggi d’Autore - Mediterranean Short Film Festiva, Italy

2022  Festival Porretta Cinema - Corto Dorico Special Program, Italy

2022  International Short Film Festival Leuven, Belgium

2022  Festival Tous Courts - Curtas Vila do Conde Program, France

2022  Rio de Janeiro International Short Film Festival - Curta Cinema, Brazil

2022  AnimaPIX, Portugal

2022  Commercial Screening - Shorts International, USA

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Um Coletivo, Portugal

2022  O DIA MAIS CURTO - Sessões Escolares, Portugal

2022  Whistler Film Festival, Canada

2022  Festival International du Film de Montagne, France

2022  LIAF - London International Animation Festival, United Kingdom

2022  Poitiers Film Festival, France

2022  Animateka International Animated Film Festival, Slovenia

2022  Cardiff Animation Nights, United Kingdom

2022  Doha Film Experience, Qatar

2022  Anilogue - International Animation Film Festival, Hungary

2022  EFA - European Film Awards, Iceland

2022  Porto/Post/Doc: Film & Media Festival, Portugal

2022  Chilliwack Independent Film Festival, Canada

2022  POFF Shorts - International Short Film and Animation Festival, Estonia

2022  Manchester Animation Festival, United Kingdom

2022  Piccolo Festival of Animazione, Italy

2022  Exground filmfest, Germany

2022  Huelva Latin American Film Festival, Spain

2022  St. Louis International Film Festival, USA

2022  Stockholm International Film Festival, Sweden

2022  Cinanima - International Animated Film Festival of Espinho, Portugal

2022  BendFilm Festival, USA

2022  Animation Summits, USA

2022  Caminhos do Cinema Português, Portugal

2022  Chicago International Children’s Film Festival, USA

2022  New Orleans Film Festival, USA
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2022  Alcine - Festival de Cine de Alcalá de Henares/Comunidad de Madrid, Spain

2022  Animanima International Animation Festival, Serbia

2022  Denver Film Festival, USA

2022  Leeds International Film Festival, United Kingdom

2022  Sulmona International Film Festival, Italy

2022  Reggio Film Festival, Italy

2022  Casa da Animação - Prémio Nacional da Animação, Portugal

2022  Curtas on Tour - Cinema Fernando Lopes, Portugal

2022  Triste Para Sempre , Portugal

2022  SPARK Animation Festival, Canada

2022  ACUDkino - Dok Leipzig screening, Germany

2022  Valladolid International Film Festival, Spain

2022  Festival du Film Court en Armagnac, France

2022  Rabat International Author Film Festival, Morocco

2022  International Bosphorus Film Festival, Turkey

2022  Animation is Film Festival, USA

2022  Philadelphia Film Festival, USA

2022  TOHorror Fantastic Film Fest, Italy

2022  International Leipzig Festival for Documentary and Animated Film, Germany

2022  Montpellier International Festival of Mediterranean Film, France

2022  TAIS Animation Showcase, Canada

2022  Chicago International Film Festival, USA

2022  Flanders Internacional Film Festival Ghent, Belgium

2022  VISTACURTA - Festival de Curtas de Viseu, Portugal

2022  CineEco - Festival Internacional de Cinema Ecológico da Serra da Estrela, Portugal

2022  International Short Film Festival of Cyprus, Cyprus

2022  Anim'est International Animation Festival, Romania

2022  Heart of Gold International Short Film Festival, Australia

2022  Festival du Nouveau Cinéma de Montréal, Canada

2022  European Animated Film Festival Balkanima, Serbia

2022  Ajyal Film Festival, Qatar

2022  International Istanbul Film Festival, Turkey

2022  Tirana International Film Festival, Albania

2022  Taichung International Animation Festival, Taiwan

2022  MANIFEST - Mafra Animation Film Festival, Portugal

2022  Calgary International Film Festival, Canada

2022  Ottawa International Animation Festival, Canada

2022  Helsinki International Film Festival, Finland

2022  Extensão Curtas Vila do Conde iFF - Colina das Artes, Portugal

2022  Toronto International Film Festival, Canada

2022  As Noites de Boris - Casa da Animação, Portugal

2022  imaginaria International Animation Film Festival, Italy

2022  Concorto Film Festival, Italy

2022  Hong Kong International Film Festival, Hong Kong

2022  Green River Fest - Motovun Program, Croatia

2022  Melbourne International Film Festival, Australia

2022  Motovun Film Festival, Croatia

2022  Curtas Vila do Conde International Film Festival, Portugal

2022  Galway Film Fleadh, Ireland

2022  CinéSAR, France

2022  Extension FICGuadalajara - Festival Internacional de Cine en Puerto Vallarta,

Mexico

2022  International Film Festival in Guadalajara, Mexico

2022  International Critic's Week, Cannes Film Festival, France
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