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“We might as well admit right away: the original material has been lost, even its
authors have been lost, all that remains is the wave of a hand, the back of a head, a
pair of sunglasses guarding eyes that will never stop closing. Somehow these private
gestures caught on super-8 film, repeated again and again in different families in
different continents, enacted so that they can stage the act of family itself, all this has
slipped away. Has the need passed? Is this what is being presented in Pedro Maia’s
dirt encrusted projections? Here are elusive shadows, the delicate materials turning
and strobing and shaking as if to emphasize the fragility of the look, the fragility of
these family compacts have come apart at last, and in their dissolution, in the dying
moments of their foreclosure and abandonment, these pictures have been left behind.
They are unmoored, as stranded as their viewers. Lost. And let us not forget the
materials. If the family has disappeared, if Maia’s Super-8 Series marks the
disappearance of a certain kind of family (could we name them the analog family?
The ones who have not yet admitted the time bomb of the personal computer?) then
its remains are equal parts family fragments and the messenger itself, the chemical
base of the film, the scarred acetate no longer able to bear even a picture, only an
impression of its passing. This too is a signifier of loss. Here is film at its own
graveside, mourning itself. In this last moment for chemical cinema the work of Pedro

Maia is equal parts celebration and eulogy.” Mike Hoolboom




Pedro Maia
Born in Vila do Conde (Portugal) in 1983. Based in Berlin.

Portuguese filmmaker which works has been presented in several film festivals and

galleries like Internationale Kurzfilmtage Oberhausen, Split Film Festival, Rencontres
Internationales, Armenian Center for Contemporary Experimental Art, MACBA
Barcelona, Media 10/10 Festival, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Centro de
Arte Moderna José de Azeredo Perdigéo, Indie Lisboa and many others.

Since 2004 has been developing live cinema concept, manipulating images in real
time and interacting with sound. Collaborated with several musicians such as Panda
Bear, Lee Ranaldo, Fennesz, Jacaszek, Demdike Stare, Andy Stott, Sandro Perri,
Pole, Shackleton, Tropic of Cancer, Heatsick, Porto Remix Exemble, etc. And
performed in venues like Serralves Contemporary Art Museum, Sénar Festival,
Unsound Festival Krakow/NY, All Tomorrow’s Party, Mutek, Contemporary

Cultural Center of Valencia, Berghain, among others venues, film and music festivals.

Filmography:

2018 REVERENCE

Portugal, United Kingdom, 2018, EXP, Blu-Ray Disc (BD), DCP, HD, Colour, 11'
2014 PLANT IN MY HEAD

Portugal, Germany, 2014, EXP, HD, Colour, 11'
2010 MARY

Portugal, 2010, EXP, Betacam SP, H.264, Colour, 12'
2009 ARISE (ZONA)

Portugal, 2009, EXP, Betacam SP, Colour, 10'
2008 PORTRAIT. SUPER 8 SERIES

Portugal, 2008, EXP, DVD, Colour, 0'
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http://agencia.curtas.pt/films/show/462
http://agencia.curtas.pt/films/show/360
http://agencia.curtas.pt/films/show/251
http://agencia.curtas.pt/films/show/194
http://agencia.curtas.pt/films/show/204

2007 SUPER 8 SERIES #3 “MEMORY”
Portugal, 2007, EXP, Betacam SP, Colour, 7'
2008 ENDLESS TITLE
EXP, DV, Colour, 10'
2006 SUPER 8 SERIES #1
VIN, Betacam SP, Colour, 2'30"
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